CHAPTER  VI

GLASGOW AND ITS UNIVERSITY

MK. EAE'S diligent researches have disposed of the
idea that Smith was one of those profound philo-
sophers who are helpless in the practical affairs of
life. It appears from the records of the Glasgow
University, that during his thirteen years' residence he
did more college business than any other professor.
He audited accounts, inspected drains and hedges,
examined encroachments on college land, and served
as college quaestor, or treasurer, with the management
of the library funds, for the last sis years of his pro-
fessorship. He was Dean of Faculty from 1760 to
1762, when he was appointed Viee-Eector. As such,
in the frequent absence of the Bector, he had to preside
over all University meetings, including the Rector's
Court, which had judicial as well as administrative
powers, and could even punish students by imprison-
ment in the college steeple. He went frequently to
Edinburgh, and at least once to London, on college
business; and altogether we may discredit the remark
made by one of Smith's Edinburgh neighbours and
reported by Eobert Chambers; "It is strange that a
man who wrote so well on exchange and barter had to
get a friend to buy his horse-corn for him."
There is one picturesque incident in the history
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